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the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr.
Speaker, Bret Baier of Fox News has a
new book called, ‘“Three Days in Janu-
ary.” It is primarily about President
Eisenhower’s warnings against the ex-
cesses of the military-industrial com-
plex.

Today, we have a military-industrial
security complex that is more about
money than it is about any realistic
threat.

I think President Eisenhower would
be shocked at how far we have traveled
down the road against which he warned
us. Our new President has spoken out
against the excessive, exorbitant cost
of some of our newest military equip-
ment and weapons systems.

The only way we will ever bring
these costs under control is if we stop
the revolving door at the Pentagon,
where the defense contractors hire all
of the retired admirals and generals.

President Eisenhower once said:
Heaven help us if we ever have a Presi-
dent who doesn’t know as much about
the military as he did.

We need more leaders who have the
guts to say ‘“no” to the excessive
spending by the military-industrial
complex.

———
SCHOOL CHOICE WEEK 2017

(Mr. ALLEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, at the
heart of our American values is the be-
lief that each of us, no matter our cir-
cumstance, can pursue our own success
through hard work. That is how a
small town boy like me wound up a
businessman in Augusta and now a
Member of Congress.

The value of education cannot be un-
derestimated on the path to achieve
the American Dream. That is why I
proudly support school choice.

Support for school choice is growing.
Evidence shows that 70 percent of
Americans are in favor.

A great success story is in Dublin,
Georgia, located in my district. Par-
ents can choose an elementary school
with learning tracks based on a stu-
dent’s individual needs and interest.
And those tracks continue through
their childhood education.

I am very proud to say that Dublin
High School has a 96.3 percent gradua-
tion rate.

God created every child to be unique,
each with special gifts and ideas that
only he or she may have.

Families should have the opportunity
to select a K-12 education and environ-
ment that is best suited for their chil-
dren.

————

EL DORADO FURNITURE 50TH
ANNIVERSARY

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
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for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
am proud to rise today to recognize El
Dorado Furniture, a family-owned
business in my congressional district
celebrating its 50th anniversary.

El Dorado was founded by Manuel
Capo and his two sons Luis and Carlos
within a year of arriving to the United
States after fleeing Cuba due to the
rise of the evil Castro regime.

They deemed it only appropriate to
name their store El1 Dorado named
after the small boat upon which they
sailed to freedom to our lovely coun-
try.

Today, there are 14 locations
throughout Florida, and it is recog-
nized as the largest Hispanic-owned
furniture retail business in the coun-
try. Not only does this company pro-
vide hundreds of jobs, but it also part-
ners with numerous organizations in
order to give back to the community
and to those in need.

I ask my colleagues to join me in
celebrating El Dorado Furniture’s 50th
anniversary, and congratulate the Capo
family, and wish them all the best and
continued success in the years ahead.
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MEMBERS URGED TO JOIN
GERMAN-AMERICAN CAUCUS

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise to highlight the
good work of the Congressional Ger-
man-American Caucus and to urge new
Members of the House to consider join-
ing.

I am cochairman of the caucus with
Representative BILL KEATING from
Massachusetts. The caucus seeks to
highlight the friendship and the alli-
ance between the United States and
Germany. We do so through an Okto-
berfest networking event and through
our support of programs like the Con-
gress-Bundestag Youth Exchange in-
ternship program. The caucus also dis-
cusses timely topics, such as trade, se-
curity, and foreign affairs, and how
they relate to our German counter-
parts.

Mr. Speaker, German heritage has
become widespread in America. Ac-
cording to the U.S. Census Bureau,
Germans are the largest single ethnic
group in the United States. Frederick
Muhlenberg, a German immigrant and
Lutheran pastor from Pennsylvania,
whose family also founded Muhlenberg
College, was the first Speaker of this
House following the signing of the new
Constitution.

Our caucus has nearly 100 members
in the House, and I urge all of those
who are interested in joining to do so
today.
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IN RECOGNITION OF WILEY
WASDEN, JR.

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to honor Mr. Wiley Anderson
Wasden, Jr., from Savannah, Georgia,
who passed away on January 18, 2017,
just a few days shy of his 80th birthday.

Born in Millen, Georgia, to his par-
ents, Wiley Senior and Katherine, Mr.
Wasden moved to Savannah after grad-
uating from high school in 1953. He
then began studies at the University of
Georgia, where he joined the Phi Delta
Theta Fraternity and ignited his inter-
est in government. Throughout his life,
Mr. Wasden continued this interest in
government and used it to make the
State of Georgia a better place to live,
eventually serving as chairman of the
Georgia State Republican Party and as
a Georgia State senator. Outside of
government, Mr. Wasden worked hard
for his community. He was a well-re-
spected local Realtor in Savannah
while he also served as chairman of the
board for Savannah Country Day
School.

I am proud today to recognize Mr.
Wasden’s outstanding life and the posi-
tive impact he made on the State of
Georgia. He will certainly be missed.

——
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 3:30 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 16 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

———
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee) at
3 o’clock and 29 minutes p.m.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

———

POWER AND SECURITY SYSTEMS
(PASS) ACT

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 511) to provide for consideration
of the extension under the Energy Pol-
icy and Conservation Act of non-
application of No-Load Mode energy ef-
ficiency standards to certain security
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or life safety alarms or surveillance
systems, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 511

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Power And
Security Systems (PASS) Act’.

SEC. 2. EXTENSION OF NONAPPLICATION OF NO-
LOAD MODE ENERGY EFFICIENCY
STANDARD TO CERTAIN SECURITY
OR LIFE SAFETY ALARM OR SUR-
VEILLANCE SYSTEMS.

(a) Section 325(u)(3)(D)(ii) of the Energy
Policy and Conservation Act (42 U.S.C.
6295(u)(3)(D)(ii)) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘2015’ each place it appears
and inserting ‘‘2021’; and

(2) by striking ‘2017’ and inserting ‘2023".

(b) Section 325(u)(3)(E) of the Energy Pol-
icy and Conservation Act (42 TU.S.C.
6295(u)(3)(B)) is amended—

(1) in clause (ii), by striking ‘“‘July 1, 2017,”
and inserting ‘‘the effective date of the
amendment under subparagraph (D)(ii)”’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

“(iv) TREATMENT IN RULE.—In the rule
under subparagraph (D)(ii) and subsequent
amendments the Secretary may treat some
or all external power supplies designed to be
connected to a security or life safety alarm
or surveillance system as a separate product
class or may extend the nonapplication
under clause (ii).”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. UPTON) and the gentle-
woman from Colorado (Ms. DEGETTE)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Michigan.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous materials in the
RECORD on the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan?

There was no objection.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 511. I would note that this is
our colleague Mr. WELCH’s bill that
moved through the regular process
through the Committee on Energy and
Commerce last year. It received exten-
sive bipartisan support. I am again
glad to move this bill today.

External power supplies, EPS, are
used with a wide variety of devices, and
we have learned from experience that
the Federal energy efficiency standards
for them are not compatible with some
of these applications. In particular, we
need an exemption from these rules for
security and life safety alarms and sur-
veillance systems. This bill, H.R. 511,
the Power And Security Systems
(PASS) Act, provides a targeted ex-
emption that allows these critical sys-
tems to stay on the market.

Devices like home security alarms or
fire detection systems need to be on 24/
7, but the 2007 energy law requiring en-
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ergy efficiency standards for external
power supplies did not allow for this.
Subsequent legislation created an ex-
emption for external power supplies
used with these always-on devices. This
exemption will end on July 1 of this
year. This bill extends that exemption
until 2023.

The result of the bill would be that
these important security systems will
continue to be available, preserving the
jobs of those who make them and cer-
tainly the safety of those who use
them. As with H.R. 518, the other exter-
nal power supply bill that we are ad-
dressing today, these provisions en-
joyed strong bipartisan and bicameral
support when they were added to last
year’s energy bill. They also passed
under suspension last year.

I urge my colleagues to once again
vote ‘‘yes’ on this measure.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. DEGETTE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise in support of H.R. 511, the
Power And Security Systems, or PASS,
Act. As Chairman UPTON said, this bill
will provide an important technical ex-
emption for certain security and life
safety products from energy efficiency
standards set forth in the Energy Inde-
pendence and Security Act of 2007.

As Mr. UPTON said, a provision in the
law increased the energy efficiency re-
quirements for battery chargers and
external power supplies, something
which this side of the aisle very strong-
ly supported. However, the provision
also mistakenly included security and
life safety products and required that
they be manufactured with a standby
mode despite being products that are
inherently always on.

Without providing this correction,
the security industry will need to
spend millions of dollars to comply
with an energy standard that will yield
no energy savings and could cost jobs,
which, of course, was never the original
intent of the law.

I am pleased that my colleagues Rep-
resentatives WELCH and BROOKS have
reintroduced the bill, which the House
passed last year but the Senate failed
to move before the end of the last Con-
gress.

This is a commonsense and consensus
fix to a simple problem. The language
was developed by both industry and ef-
ficiency advocates, with technical as-
sistance from the Department of En-
ergy. It should come as no surprise
that this bill enjoys broad support
from the security industry and energy
efficiency advocates. I urge all of my
colleagues to support it.

I yield such time as he may consume
to the gentleman from Vermont (Mr.
WELCH).

Mr. WELCH. I thank my colleagues
for their support, the former chairman
of the committee and now chair of the
Subcommittee on Energy. He is a very
important person over there, and there
are no words I could convey that would
meet the reputation of Mr. UPTON. I
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thank him and Ms. DEGETTE very
much.

They have said a lot of the specific
content of this bill. This is a situation
where Congress passed a good law.
There was a provision in it that needed
to be corrected, and, lo and behold,
Congress is correcting that provision.
It is about these security devices that
obviously can’t operate on no-power
mode. They have got to be on. When
the bad guys come in, we have got to
be watching. That is really what this is
all about.

It is a combination of the bipartisan
commitment that we have had to en-
ergy efficiency, especially last year. 1
do give Mr. UPTON a lot of credit for
this. We have had a lot of debates in
this Congress about climate change,
about the science, and aside from—we
don’t need to get into that—to embrace
as we have in a bipartisan way, there
are enormous benefits to efficiency
every single place we can find it.

This efficiency bill originally was ap-
plying to all these devices to put them
in no-load mode. That was cutting
down on use of electricity. It was cut-
ting down on carbon emissions. It was
saving people money. But the no-load
obviously couldn’t apply to security
devices.

Last year, Mr. POMPEO, when he was
a Congressman, supported this, and
now that he is going to be our leader in
the CIA, he knows you have got to
keep that watching device on when the
bad guys are lurking around.

We are back this year. One of our
first bills to be passed and hopefully
signed by the President is the exten-
sion of the correction that we made
sometime ago. I am delighted to be
here with my colleagues in support of
this legislation, getting this House of
Representatives off to a constructive
start.

Ms. DEGETTE. Mr. Speaker, I have
no further speakers. I urge passage of
the bill.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I just
again urge my colleagues to support
this good bipartisan bill. I appreciate
the kind words always by Mr. WELCH. I
urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes.”

I yield back the balance of my time.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
support of H.R. 511, the “Power and Security
Systems Act of 2017, which will revise energy
conservation standards for devices operating
in standby mode.

In the early 1970s, | recall, as many of my
colleagues do, the impact to our nation’s
economy when OPEC nations withheld oil
from the United States causing one of the
greatest peace-time energy shortages in
United States history.

One of the remedial steps taken by the Car-
ter Administration was the promulgation of
regulations that required large appliances and
equipment that used electricity to default to a
power down mode when not in use.

Today, we take for granted that machines
power down when not in use, but this one
change in energy policy over the last 40 years
has saved taxpayers, which includes busi-
nesses and private homes, billions of dollars
in energy costs.
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This was only one policy solution that was
used to reduce our nation’s dependence on
foreign oil so that energy could go to vital
services like fuel for electricity generation,
gasoline, heating fuels, and diesel oil.

H.R. 511, the bill before us would extend
energy conservation to digital technology that
can operate in standby mode.

Most digital device technology manufactures
already provide sleep mode on their devices
to assist their users in conserving power on
cellphones, smartphones, MP3 players, e-
book readers, as well as desktop and laptop
computers.

Today, 68 percent of U.S. adults own a
smartphone, up from 35 percent in 2011, and
tablet computer ownership has edged up to 45
percent among adults, according to newly re-
leased survey data from the Pew Research
Center.

Considering not just smartphones, but all
types of mobile phones, Pew notes that
cellphones continue to top of the list.

Roughly nine-in-ten American adults or 92
percent own a mobile phone of some kind.

Although these mobile devices are ubig-
uitous today, the share of adults who own one
has risen substantially since 2004.

Smartphone ownership is nearing the satu-
ration point with some groups: 1. 86 percent of
those ages 18-29; 2. 83 percent of those
ages 30—49; and 3. 87 percent of those living
in households earning $75,000 and up annu-
ally own smartphones.

These facts highlight the importance of en-
ergy conservation for mobile communication
users.

The battery life for these devices is limited
and without power they are of no use to the
user.

This bill will help users remain connected as
long as possible because the energy con-
sumption on their cellphones and other digital
devices will be minimized when they are not in
use.

Energy conservation will also assist con-
sumers during times when power outages may
occur due to weather or other electricity dis-
ruption.

The longer power life for cellphones will
benefit consumers by reducing the amount of
electricity needed to recharge their personal
devices.

This bill will also benefit businesses that
often have many computers that when in use
can consume electricity if left on after busi-
ness hours—especially over weekends.

For these reasons, | ask my colleagues to
join me in supporting H.R. 511.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
UPTON) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 511.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

FAIR RATEPAYER ACCOUNT-
ABILITY, TRANSPARENCY, AND
EFFICIENCY STANDARDS ACT

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 587) to amend the Federal Power
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Act to provide that any inaction by the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion that allows a rate change to go
into effect shall be treated as an order
by the Commission for purposes of re-
hearing and court review.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 587

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Fair Rate-
payer Accountability, Transparency, and Ef-
ficiency Standards Act’ or the “Fair RATES
Act”.

SEC. 2. AMENDMENT TO THE FEDERAL POWER
ACT.

Subsection (d) of section 205 of the Federal
Power Act (16 U.S.C. 824d(d)) is amended by
adding at the end the following: ‘‘Any ab-
sence of action by the Commission that al-
lows a change to take effect under this sec-
tion, including the Commission allowing the
sixty days’ notice herein provided to expire
without Commission action, shall be treated
as an order issued by the Commission accept-
ing such change for purposes of section 313.”".

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. UPTON) and the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. KEN-
NEDY) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Michigan.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous materials in the
RECORD on the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan?

There was no objection.

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, as I complimented Mr.
WELCH, I want to thank Mr. KENNEDY
for his leadership on this bill. I would
note that we passed this bill through
regular order again in the last Con-
gress, passed with bipartisan support.
It is appropriate that we bring it up
early this year. Again, this is another
bipartisan bill. We must allow the pub-
lic to have administrative process re-
lief in those cases where FERC does
not actually issue an order, and this
legislation will do just that. I urge pas-
sage of the bill.

The Federal Power Act sets forth
processes to set rates for electricity,
including opportunities for the public
to protest a rate change filed with
FERC. New rates take effect if FERC
approves them or if FERC fails to issue
an order approving or denying the filed
rate within 60 days.

The failure to approve or deny a rate
may result from agency delay or, in
some limited cases, from a vote that
results in a deadlocked Commission,
for example, a 2-2 vote. In such cases,
the rates become effective by operation
of law, even when these rates were not
approved by a majority of Commis-
sioners.
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The Federal Power Act, of course,
provides administrative redress for
members of the public to protest Com-
mission rate decisions. However, if
these rates become effective by oper-
ation of law, for example, that 2-2
deadlock, the administrative processes
are not available to the public because
FERC did not actually issue an order
for the public to protest. The public lit-
erally gets shut out.

I don’t want to speak for the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts, but I
think some of his constituents recently
experienced this firsthand. As a result
of that and of the hard work by Mr.
KENNEDY and of his staff and certainly
of the committee staff on both sides of
the aisle, the legislation was drafted.
We considered it in committee during
the 114th Congress, where it passed on
a voice vote. We have it on the floor
today.

I urge all Members to support this
legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. KENNEDY. I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank you for
allowing me to discuss the Fair RATES
Act, H.R. 587, and for bringing it to the
floor today for a vote. I also want to
thank the subcommittee chairman, Mr.
UPTON, his staff, and, of course, during
his tenure as chairman of the full com-
mittee, his staff, along with the staff of
Mr. PALLONE and the chairman and
ranking member of the subcommittees.

We have worked on this legislation
for now several years. It did pass
unanimously, as Chairman UPTON indi-
cated, on a bipartisan passage last
year. I am grateful for his acknowledg-
ment of that effort between our teams
and that it is on the floor so early in
this Congress.

Because many of my colleagues have
heard me speak about this at length
and patiently listened as I dove too far
into the weeds about forward capacity
auctions, I am hoping to keep this part
short and am happy to answer any
questions that anyone may have. As
the chairman alluded to, New England
holds an energy capacity auction to en-
sure that we have sufficient energy
supply to meet consumer demand.

Mr. Speaker, 3 years ago, during an
auction where there was a shortfall,
those capacity payments tripled, sky-
rocketing from about $1 billion to $3
billion. That rate increase hasn’t even
reached our constituents yet, but this
June, a significant portion of their
bills will triple due to that auction.

When the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission reviewed that rate in-
crease, they were down to four Com-
missioners, and they deadlocked 2-2.
One Democratic Commissioner and one
Republican Commissioner raised con-
cerns about whether those rates were
just and reasonable for consumers. Be-
cause of the deadlock, those rates took
effect by operation of law without any
action from FERC. With no official de-
cision from the agency, there was no
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